Oedipus

Directed Reading Guide  

Directions:  We will read the play in class.  After reading each section you will have time to make note of each of the items below.  If there are specific instructions follow the directions.  These items will help you to better understand the events of the play.

Pages 5 – 12
1. In the opening speech Oedipus calls himself “world famous.”  Underline this, and in the margin indicate what this seems to say about his personality, how does it characterize him? (page 6)

2. Find where the Priest explains what is happening in the city.  In the margin list the different issues he mentions.  Title the list “Problems in Thebes”. (page 5-6)

3. Find where it is explained why the people have come to Oedipus for help.  Highlight these lines and react to the explanation in the margin. (page 6-7)

4. Find where Oedipus says how he feels about what is happening in the city.  Summarize his feelings in the margin.  Note especially what he has done to deal with the problem. (page 7-8)

5. Oedipus lets Creon tell him the news of the oracle in public.  Find where this happens and note what this indicates about Oedipus as a leader.

6. Find the news of the oracle.  It is given to the audience in pieces, summarize the news and react to it in the margin.  (pages 8-9)

7. Find where Oedipus relates his fears about Laius’ killer.  Highlight his fears, and react to them. (page 12)

8. Find an example of a metaphor, simile or personification in this section.  Note it and in the margin explain what the example of figurative language is saying.

Pages 13 – 27
9. What does the Chorus want from Apollo?  Summarize their desires in the margin. 
10. Who else do they pray to?  Highlight the names.
11. What is the mood of the Chorus’ lines?

12. What things does Oedipus demand of the people?  In the margin list each item underline the title “Things Oedipus asks for.”  Write a reaction to this list.  (pages 14 – 16)

13. Highlight examples of dramatic irony in Oedipus’ speech on pages 14-16.  Select two to explain in the margin.
14. Evaluate and explain why Tiresias at first refuses to share his knowledge of Laius’ murderer.  Write this information in the margin.  (pages 19 – 20)

15. In the margin indicate why Tiresias tell Oedipus the truth in riddles.  (pages 20-21)

16. On page 25 Tiresias predicts what will happen to Oedipus in the future.  Summarize this prediction.

17. How does Oedipus’ attitude toward Tiresias change from the beginning of their interaction to the end of their interaction?  What does this suggest about Oedipus?

18. During the conversation with Oedipus Tiresias keeps telling him that he is blind and often mentions sight.  How is this symbolic?
19. Go through the entire conversation and circle words that are associated with light vs. dark, and truth vs. lies.

Pages 27 – 48
20. What seems to be the Elders (chorus) view of Oedipus?  Indicate this in the margin.  

21. Find where Oedipus and Creon argue.  Summarize what Oedipus accuses Creon of doing. (page 30 - 32)

22. Oedipus asks Creon a lot of questions about Tiresias.  Summarize his line of questioning.  Then, explain what he is trying to prove by asking these questions. (page 30 – 31)
23. According to Oedipus what is Creon’s motive for sending Tiresias to him? (pages 30-32)  Underline Creon’s arguments against having any motives. (page 33-34)

24. Underline Jocasta’s opinion about prophecies, and then list her proof that supports her opinion. (page 41)  What is your reaction to this?

25. Oedipus asks Jocasta a lot of questions about where Laius was murdered. Explain why he asks so many questions, and what he is concerned about. (page 42-44)

26. Summarize the information Oedipus tells Jocasta about his life prior to coming to Thebes. (pages 44-45)

27. Jocasta tries to assuage (calm) Oedipus fears.  Explain Jocasta’s beliefs that she clings to for her argument against his involvement in the murder of Laius. (page 47)  Note your reaction to this.
28. Go back through this section and find a line that appeals to you in some way.  Underline the line and explain its appeal in the margin.
Pages 48 – 62
29. The chorus is nervous at the beginning of this section.  What are they nervous about? (pages 48-49)

30. Note what Jocasta is doing at the beginning of this section? (page 49-50)  Indicate why it is this ironic 

31. Paraphrase the Corinthian Messenger’s message on page 51.  Explain why Jocasta is pleased about the news.

32. Reread where the Messenger overhears Jocasta and Oedipus talking about his mother. At the end of the section list all the information that the Messenger gives to Oedipus. 

33. Jocasta begs Oedipus to stop searching for the truth.  Find this line, and in the margin explain why she does this.  Find Oedipus’ reaction to this and paraphrase it in the margin.
34. Go through the section and make a personal connection to something a character says or does in the margin.

Pages 63 – 69
35. Why is the chorus so excited on page 62?  Underline the section, and summarize their thoughts in the margin.
36. Earlier Oedipus sent for the Shepherd because he was the witness to the murder of Laius.  When Oedipus questions him on pages 63-67 he is reluctant to answer Oedipus’ questions.  In the margin predict why the Shepherd is reluctant to answer.
37. Find and underline how Oedipus gets the old shepherd to speak.  In the margin react to this.
38. Answer the following question in the margin:  Why do you think Oedipus believes this old Shepherd when before he didn’t believe Tiresias? 

39. Paraphrase Oedipus’ final comment on page 69 and predict what he will do next.
40. Go through this section and somewhere in the margin, in a place that makes sense, indicate how you would react if you were the old Shepherd. 

Pages 70 – 83
41. Circle words that indicate the mood of the Chorus’ speech on page 70-71.
42. Underline the key information the Official gives the audience and the Chorus. (pages 72-73)
43. Put a star next to the part where the Official tells what punishment Oedipus has mitigated on himself to atone for his sins.  In the margin explain how this is symbolic.
44. In the margin find and underline who Oedipus blames for his misfortune.  React to this comment.
45. In the margin list the three reasons Oedipus gives for what he did to himself.  

46. Find and underline what Oedipus wants Creon to do to him now.  Why doesn’t Creon grant his request? In the margin, explain why this is ironic.
47. Find and underline Oedipus’ greatest concern at this point in the play.  Connect this to your own life.
48. At the end of the play, in the final lines, the Chorus shares a lesson about life.  Paraphrase and explain the life lesson they impart.
49. In this section find references to light vs. dark and truth vs. lies.  Circle all references.
Elements of fiction
50. At the end of the play write a personal reaction to Oedipus’ downfall.

51. Indicate the location of the climax, and label it as such.  Move backwards through the play to indicate points of rising action.
52. Select any section/passage in the play and block it off, then indicate the mood of the selection.  Circle words that contribute to this mood.
53. List some possible theme subjects below:  When you are done star locations in the play that support these theme subjects.  
54. Using the information above write a theme statement.

